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WELL, MAYBE NOT ENTIRELY...A 
GIRL LION OROPPEO THIS OFF 
FOR YOU THIS MORNING. 
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WELL, SOMETHING'S 
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UM... NO MORE THAN USUAL. 
WE'VE HAD SOME ROUGH TIMES 
LATELY, THOUGH. 


THERE'S SOMETHING 
WRONG. 


I'M THE GRADING ASSISTANT YEAH. HE DIO REALLY 
FOR PROFESSOR STERN'S "ECONOMICS WELL IN THE FIRST FEW 
ANO POLITICS" CLASS. IT'S REQUIREO FOR WEEKS, BUT... 


POLY SCI MAJORS 


ISN'T MARCUS 
IN THAT CLASS? 
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BUT THAT WAS 


C'MON, GET IT UP, 
ONE MORE, ONE 
MORE! 


SO HOW ARE YOUR 
CLASSES GOING? 


Or 


YEAH, WE 
SEE EACH OTHER 
ONCE IN AWHILE. 
ay EES 
3 ae 


BUT | THOUGHT... WHY CION'T YOU 
SAY ANYTHING BEFORE? 


FOR GRAD SCHO 
STAY TOGETHER IF | GOT IN. 


OL. WE COULD 


'0 DO ANYTHING TO 
STAY WITH YOu. 


MUAY 
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| OION'T KNOW WHAT TO DO... THE 
ONLY THING | COULD THINK OF IS 
TO NOT GRADUATE! 


THEY ACCEPTED 
MWY APPLICATION. IT COSTS 
SO MUCH, THOUGH... | CAN'T, 
MAKE IT. 


I'M NOT GOING 
TO LET YOU MESS UP YOUR 
LIFE JUST FOR ME! 


THE PROBLEM 


IS MONEY. | JUST CAN'T 
AFFORO IT. , 


WHAT ABOUT 
FINANCIAL AIO? 


THREE THOUSAND. | HAVE A SMALL 
SCHOLARSHIP... ANOTHER THOUSAND... 
ANDO WORK-STUOY WOULO BE 

ANOTHER EIGHT. 


OKAY, THAT'S 
TWELVE... 
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..OUT OF \ 
TWENTY-EIGHT. ANO 
'M Ne OUT 
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| WILL NOT LET YOU GO 
BROKE FOR ME. 


I'VE GOT SOME 

SAVINGS, THOUGH... JUST 
ENOUGH TO COVER YOUR 
FIRST YEAR. 


NOT = 
ANO DON'T YOU EVEN THINK 
ABOUT OROPPING OUT OF 
SCHOOL TO FOLLOW ME! 


GUE... 
OW YOU'RE 
TUBBORN. 
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HE'S 
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/YOU'RE TOGETHER, BUT HE'S 
HUNG UP ON ANOTHER GUY. 


DON'T GET ME WRONG... 

| LIKE STEVEN TOO. HECK, I'D 

HUMP HIM TOO, IF HE 
WANTED... 


| AIN'T GONNA LIE. 
SOMETIMES 
IT HURTS... 


BUT, FACT 1S, 
HE AIN'T STAYING HERE. 
HE'S MOVIN' WITH Me. 
SAYS SOMETHING. 


AH, WELL.!| GOTTA 
GET GOIN'. SPENDIN' THE 
NIGHT WITH MY FOLKS... 
THEY'RE IN TOWN. 


RICKY'S LUCKIER 
THAN HE KNOWS. 


U 
TOMORROW AT 
GRADUATION ! 


RICKY..? CAN WE TALK 
FOR A MOMENT? 


UM. WHAT ARE YOU 
WRITING? 


MY COMMENCE- , 
MENT SPEECH... 


NOT TOO 
GOOD. | CAN'T THINK 


WELL LATELY. : 


YEAH, WE'VE ALL NOTICED, 
WHAT'S WRONG? 


PLEASE, STEVEN... DON'T 
TEASE ME. IT ALREADY 
HURTS SO BADC.. 


1... RICKY, | WAN 
YOU TO STAY WITH 
ME TONIGHT, 


YOU'RE A DEAR 
ANDO SPECIAL FRIEND. 
'0 OO ANYTHING TO 
MAKE YOU HAPPY. 


WHEN YOu 
SAIO_| WAS SCARE 
YOU'RE RIGHT. 


THAT YOU'RE THE 
MOST SPECIAL PUPPY 
IN THE WORLO? OF 
COURSE I'M RIGHT! 
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'O NEVER | KNOW. IT'S My 
00 ANYTHING TO PROBLEM. I'M... OH, 
HURT YOU! | DON'T KNOW, 


THE IDEA... OF 


THIS DOESNT “tiglete A INSIDE 


MAKE ANY SENSE, 
BUT... 


BUT IT'S NO 
DIFFERENT THAN 


| KNOW. I'VE THOUGHT ABOUT 
IT, ANO | KNOW IT'S SO OUMB. 


IT MAKES ME 
FEEL SPECIAL... LIKE 
MY LOVER IS A PART 

OF ME. 


| ENVY MY GIRLFRIENDS 
SOMETIMES. ANO YOu. 


GMORNING, 
PUPPYOOG... 


YOUR WEENIE 
WOKE UP FIRST! ; 


BETCHA | KNOW 
WHAT YOU CO TO MAKE 
IT GO DOWN... 
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SAME TH 
YOU DO! TWICE, TO 
MAKE SURE! 
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LAST NIGHT WAS THE 
BEST THING THAT 
EVER HAPPENED 

TO ME. 


YOU WEREN'T 
DISAPPOINTED. 


I'M STRAIGHT... | KNOW 
THAT NOW. BUT, THANKS TO YOu, 
IT'S A CHOICE, NOT JUST SOMETHING | 
RAN TO BECAUSE | WAS AFRAID. YOU'RE 
THE ONLY ONE | COULD HAVE EVER 
TRIEO THIS WITH. 


SO, UHM... ARE 
YOU GONNA WANT TO 
DO THIS AGAIN2 


ARE _YOU OKAY 
WITH THAT..2 


I'VE HAD MY 
MOMENT WITH YOU. 
IT'S ENOUGH, 


I'LL ALWAYS 
LOVE YOu... I'LL 
NEVER FORGET 
YOU. 


END. 
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2>GIGGLE< WE'LL SEE 
ABOUT THAT! 


WHAT FASHION 


GENIUS DESIGNED ———_ 
THIS? "aww, YOULOOK 
rested SER RARERRERARRRC SERS. CUTE IN (T! 
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ILL SEE y 'LL BE THERE 


| CGOTTA MEET my FOLKS! AS SOON AS | 
er FINISH GETTING 
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M SO GLAD YOU CAN STAY 
TOGETHER. YOU MAKE SUCH 
A PERFECT COUPLE! 


ANO RICK WILL HAVE 
SOMEONE TO KEEP sales 
OUT OF TROUBLE 


WE HAVE FULL 
CONFIDENCE, 


WHAT IS THIS, A 
CONSPIRACY? 


| NEVER 
EXPECTED TO BE GETTINGA 
SON-IN-LAW! , 


LIFE'S JUST 


YOU'RE JUST 
BEGGING FORA SFANKING, 
BuooyY! 
ADD IT TO MY 
ACCOUNT. 


ONE SURPRISE AFTER 
: OTHE 


RICKY'S SURE GOT RICKY ONCE TOLD ME HIS PARENTS JT 
NICE PARENTS, < 


MAKES SENSE... 
RICKY TURNEO OUT 
e WELL ENOUGH. 
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JUST CAN'T 

IMAGINE WHAT THAT 

WOULD BE LIKE. 

| WOULON'T HAVE IT 
I'M JUST GLAD NY OTHER WAY, 

| CAN BE HERE TO SHARE 


IT WITH YOu. BESIDES, IN A FEW YEA 
IT'LL BE YOUR TURN. 
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FOR KNOWING WHAT'S 

GOING TO HAPPEN 
a NEXT WEEK. 


NOT A CHANCE. 
THIS IS MY DAY, HE DION'T 
OO SHIT FOR ME. 
| SUPPOSE... 


NONSENSE! THAT WAS WHAT 


WELL, IMAGINE THAT. 
AIN'T WE GONNA BE PROUD OF 
YOU! TH' FIRST MORTON TO GO 
TO COLLEGE! 


SO, YOU STILL 
GONNA BE MOVIN' WITH YOUR 


ae mE WANT GRANOCHILDREN 
UM, ROOMMATE? TO SPOIL ROTTEN. 


| WISH THAT 
COULD BE... BUT YOU 
GOT FIVE OTHER KIOS 
T'OO THAT! 


YUP. WHERE 
HE GOES, | GO. 


‘Ou 
WE CAN'T CHANGE 
YOUR MINO2Z 


= es COPS, GOTTA 

IT'S OKAY, CHARLES. be TH’ NEIGHBORS CAN RUN! IT'S TIME! 

YOU HAFTA BO WHAT'S KEEP THEIR TRAPS SHUT, 

RIGHT FOR YOU. IF THEY KNOW WHAT'S 
GOOD FOR 'EM! 

THE NEIGHBORS 
WILL NEVER UNOER- 
STANO, BUT... 
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..WE'VE HEARD FROM . 

FAST GRADUATES. WE'VE HEARD 
FROM THE FACULTY LUCKY ENOUGH 
TO TEACH THESE YOUNG MEN AND 


NOBEL LAUREATE. 


BUT WE HAVEN'T YET 
HEARD FROM THOSE WE 
HONOR TODAY... THE 
GRADUATES. 


THE VALEDICTIORIAN IS THE 
VOICE OF THE GRADUATING CLASS... 
> SELECTED BY THEM. THE VALEDICTORIAN 


EMBODIES THAT WHICH IS BEST IN OUR YOUNG 
{=| SCHOLARS... ACADEMIC EXCELLENCE, PE 


RSONAL 
INTEGRITY, AND THE ADMIRATION OF THE 
ASSOCIATED STUDENT BODIES. 


THIS YEAR'S VALEDICTORIAN IS 

NO EXCEPTION. HE HAS SOMEHOW 
MAINTAINED A PERFECT ‘A" GRADE 
RECORD IN TWO DEMANDING MAJORS 
SIMULTANEOUSLY... ASTRONOMY ANO 
PHYSICS. HE HAS THE DISCOVERY OF 
TWO COMETS ANO SEVERAL 
ASTEROIOS TO HIS CREDIT, AND HAS 
EARNED A REPUTATION FOR 
FLAMBOYANCE, ponents ANO 
SELFLESSNESS 


IT GIVES ME GREAT 
PLEASURE TO PRESENT THIS 
FINE YOUNG MAN... 


IMAGINE MY SURPRISE WHEN 
VALEDICTORIAN. ISN'T THAT FO 
FOOTBALL HEROES? CER 
GUYS WITH THEIR H 


ANO THEY'RE NOT 
DONE CHANGING, EITHER. 
THE CHANGES WAITING FOR YOU 
MIGHT BE THE HARDEST 
YOU'LL EVER FACE. 


TIMES SURE 
HAVE CHANGED... 


NO ONE CAN EVER SAY THAT COLLEGE |S EASY! 
HOURS OF STUOY, RESEARCH LASTING ALL NIGHT, 
GETTING HELP FROM YOUR FRIENDS AND TEACHERS, 

PULLING YOUR HAIR OUT IN FRUSTRATION... 


ANO THAT'S 
JUST THE PART WHERE YOU 
OECIDE WHICH CLASSES 
TO TAKE! 


| DON'T HAVE TO TELL YOU 
C St 


ANO GOW © 
ALL MADE IT! AND | EXPECT YOU ALL TO GO OUT 
AND BRAG ABOUT IT. YOU SHOULD... 
YOU EARNED IT! 


THE WORLD OUT THERE 


WE'VE HAD A SINGLE _|| walTING FOR US... THE REAL 

"Beeres Burnow nae ) | |Lormod 

WE'VE CONE THAT, THINGS OF PAPER THAT COST YOUR 
ARE DIFFERENT. PARENT: SA Dace GRAND! 


YOURE GOIN HAVE A 
PART OF A TEAM, YOURE GOING 
TO HAVE TO DEAL WITH PEOPLE 
YOU MIGHT NOT LIKE. YOURE 
GOING TO HAVE TO DEAL WITH 
TAXES, AND YOU'LL HAVE TO PUT 
UP WITH 2UGH DRESS CODES. 


IT'S GOING TO BEA 
STRANGE NEW WORLD, THE RULES 


| HATE ORESS 
CODES 


~~ BUT THINGS WORK LIKE THAT 
FORA REASON. EVEN IF YOU DON'T 
UNDERSTAND AT FIRST... YOU HAVE TO 
GIVE IT ACHANCE. MEET THEM HALF- 
WAY. ESPECIALLY THE WRINKLY OLO 
STUBBORN ONES! 


THEY JUST MIGHT 
SURPRISE YOU BY 
DOING THE SAME. 


IT'LL FEEL STRANGE AT NOTHING AS TRIVIAL AS 
FIRST. ITLL FEEL LIKE YOU'RE A THREE-PIECE SUIT, A TIME 
ABANDONING WHO YOU ARE... CARD, OR A WEEKLY STATUS 

BUT DON'T YOU BELIEVE IT! REPORT CH, 


NOT FOR A MOMENT. 
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\ THINK | MEANT ANY 
e SPEECH, DISRESPECT... 
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MY OWN 
GRAD! ION. 
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WHAT 
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THIRTY YEARS AGO TODAY. WE 
HAD FIVE 


| PUT MY CLOTHES 
BACK ON WHEN | GOT TO 
WLS THE OTHER SIDE. 


" TH 
A. PEOPLE THE SAME 
WO WY AGAIN... 


ENDINGS AND BEGINNINGS 
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'0 LIKE TO INTRODUCE YOU TO A 
FRIENO OF MINE. THIS IS JASON 
STERN... HE IS THE DEAN OF 
POLITICAL SCIENCE HERE. 


PROFESSOR 
STERN..? 


ne VE HELLO THERE, 
SS PLEASED TO 


MEET YOU. 
| THINK YOU 
ALREADY KNOW MASTER 
PAXTEN. 
, ~~ 
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JASON, THIS IS 
MY SON, DANIEL. 
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ABOUT YOUR APPLICATION TOD. 
YES, WELL, SOMEHOW 
Sh Son. | MISPLAGED YOUR WITHDRAWAL. 
THERE'S NOTHING TO SHAME ABOUT THAT. 
TALK ABOUT. | WITHOREW my 
APPLICATION LAST WEEK. | 
CAN'T AFFORD IT. 


YOU MIGHT WANT 
TO READ THIS. 


WHAT... THIS FALL... 
KING FOUNDATION... FULL 
SCHOLARSHIP..? 


P. 


| NEED TO GO NOW, BUT 
BE FOREWARNED... 


ENJOY YOUR SUMMER, 
BECAUSE NEXT SEMESTER, 
YOU BELONG TO Me! 


| CON'T UNDERSTANC... 


SO, FOR HIS SAKE, 
I'VE DONE THIS. OO YOU 
UNDE 


RSTANO? 


NOW IF YOU'LL 
EXCUSE ME, | HAVE A 
PLANE TO CATCH. 
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‘LETTERS FROM HOME 


Dear Mom, College is great! My roommate is weird. 
Could you send me some money? 


There were quite a few interesting comments on issue 7. To our surprise, as many of these comments were directed 
towards the Ricky/Tina story as the main story... we're not sure what that means. We'll just take the safe way our and 
assume that this was because the main story, “Le Roi Es Morte”, was clear and concise. It's good to be the editor! 


An example of such comments, taken from the electronic mailing list, the first from Kacerdias: 


What really struck me wasn't the main story at all although it was marvelously rendered and executed. Jeez, I never knew 
just how dynamic Tina and Ricky could be! I think it's great that Tina was so up front about what she wanted and Ricky 
was more open minded than I would have expected. Wonderful chemistry there. I'm glad that both of them decided to 
shake up roles a bit. Makes you wonder just where the boundaries of sexuality lie if indeed there are any lines. 


Only where each of us draw them. 
And from Tir: 


Seriously, though... I found myself feeling sad for Tina. (Shut up, that's not what I mean...) When you think about it, 
between her schoolwork and her duties, she wouldn't have much of a social life, would she? And here she is, surrounded 
by attractive males, and the only one who'd even be likely to be attracted to her - isn't. (Is Steven just a one-girlfriend-at-a- 
time kinda guy? Is she not his type? Or is it the other way around?) We know she's awfully fond of Ricky, and they seem to 
click (perhaps because in many ways they're quite similar personality-wise) and yet she has to beg to get him to think of 
her as something other than a friend. 


Isn't friendship the best basis for lovers? A situation where you wake up next to your friend (whatever the gender mix) 
and ask “Hey, did we do what I think we just did?” “I dunno... let's do it again to find out!” 
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